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THE SERVICES.

WAR OFFICE. -Army Medical Staff: Surgeon Edward
Hawke Locker has resigned his commission.
INDIA OFFICE.-The Queen has approved of the following

promotions among the officers of the Staff Corps and Indian
Military Forces, made bythe Governments in India:-Brigade
Surgeon James Howard Thornton, C.B., of the Bengal Medical
Establishment, to be Deputy Surgeon-General; Surgeons-
Major Henri Jules Blanc, M.D., and William Dymock, of the
Bombay Medical Establishment, to be Brigade Surgeons.
ADMIRALTY. - The following appointments have been

made:-Surgeon James Clibborn, to the Indus ; Surgeon
Charles J ames, to the Plymouth Division Royal Marines;
Surgeon William S. Lightfoot, to the T&eacute;m&eacute;l’ail’e; Surgeon
Bowen S. Thends, to the Haslar Hospital; Surgeon Horatio
S. R. Sparrow, to the Victor Emanuel ; Surgeon George F.
Dean, to the Polyphemus; and Surgeon William W. Pryn, to
the Hotspur.
ENGINEER VOLUNTEERS.&mdash;1st Newcastle-on-Tyne and

Durham: Richard Knox Tait, Gent, to be Acting Surgeon.
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS.&mdash;1st Volunteer Battalion, the Royal

Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) : Henry Geo. Thompson,
Gent., M.D., to be Acting Surgeon.-2nd Volunteer Battalion,
the Worcestershire Regiment: Surgeon W. S. Batten, the
resignation of whose commission has already been an-
nounced, is granted the honorary rank of Surgeon-Major,
and is permitted to wear the uniform of the battalion on
his retirement.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.

Honorary Surgeons in India.
IN the House of Commons on the 9th inst., Mr. Lawson

asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether he
was aware that under a Government resolut,ion, dated
Bombay, Jan. 12th, 1881, it was ruled that no more medical
subordinates would be promoted to honorary commissions
unless they had obtained medical diplomas; that three
warrant medical officers came to England under this rule,
and, after much study and expense, obtained English
medical diplomas, and that on their return to India the rule
was abrogated by the decision that no further promotions
would be made to the rank of honorary surgeon; and

whether, considering the circumstances under which they
acted, he would take steps to procure their promotion to the
honorary commissioned rank under the rule of Jan. 1881.-
Sir J. Gorst, in reply, stated that in 1884, on a reorganisation
of the subordinate medical establishment, the selection of
warrant officers for the post of honorary surgeons was put
an end to on public grounds; but, instead, certain other
privileges were conferred on the department to which the
warrant officers belong. There was, in the opinion of the
Secretary of State, no reason for making an exception in the
case of the three officers referred to.

The Asylums Board.
In reply to Mr. Pickersgill, Mr. Ritchie stated, with

regard to the representation of the Metropolitan Union on
the Asylums Board, that an order had been issued increasing
the number of elected managers by nine. Information as
to the expenditure of the Asylums Board was already fur-
nished by the managers to the guardians, and, prior to each
half-yearly audit, the ledger accounts of the managers were
open to the inspection of any ratepayer or owner of pro-
perty in the metropolis.

Belfast Royal Hospital.
Mr. Sexton called attention to the claim of the Belfast

Royal Hospital to a grant from the Treasury owing to the
extraordinary demands made upon the institution as a

result of the recent riots. The Chancellor of the Exchequer
said that he would, in consultation with the Chief Secre-
tary and the Attorney-General for Ireland, go carefully into
the circumstances of the case; and if it were the opinion of
the authorities in Ireland that a special grant should be
made from the Treasury to this hospital on account of the
expense it was put to in consequence of the riots, he, as
Chancellor of the Exchequer, should throw no difficulty in
the way of that being done.
On the 13th inst. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, in reply to a

further question from Mr. Sexton, stated that, as present
advised, he did not think it would be right to recommend
that Belfast and this hospital should be treated exceptionally
by getting a Government grant for treating those injured in
the riots. There might be a case for such a grant if the con-
stabulary or military had been treated at the hospital, and
he would inquire into this point.

The Pollution of the Thames.
In reply to Mr. Lawrence, who asked what steps the-

Metropolitan Board of Works were taking to remedy the
nuisance arising from the pollution of the river Thames by
the main drainage outfalls, Mr. Matthews stated that he
could not, within the compass of an answer to a question,
detail the scientific processes which were being carried out,
and which would, it was confidently believed, be found suffi-
cient to prevent the pollution of the river.

Proficiency Certificates in Vaccination.
On the 10th inst., Mr. Ritchie, in reply to Dr. Tanner,

stated that the certificates of proficiency in vaccination
required as part of the qualification for the appointment of
public vaccinator in England could only be obtained at certain
educational vaccination stations, which were subject to the
inspection of the Local Government Board. Twenty public
vaccinators in Great Britain had been authorised to grant
such certificates; the stations being at London, Birming-
ham, Bristol, Exeter, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, New-
castle, Sheffield, Edinburgh, and Glasgow. The Board had
in the present year been applie:l to to authorise the grant of
such certificates at Dublin, and had expressed their willing-
ness to do so upon certain arrangements being made in
order to assimilate the practice with regard to the issue of
certificates throughout the United Kingdom. Steps were now
being taken for this purpose.

Later in the evening, during the consideration of the
Civil Service Estimates, on the vote to complete a certain
sum for the Local Government Board, Mr. A. O’Connor, after-
protesting against the practice of vaccination as inimical
to the welfare of the community, proposed to move the
reduction of the vote by the sum of &pound;16,500, the amount
appropriated in the vote to the payment of vaccination
officers. After some remarks by Mr. Ritchie, Dr. Tanner,
and others, the amendment was negatived without a
division.

The Lunacy Lazvs.
On the 13th inst., in answer to Mr. Corbet, Mr. Matthews

confirmed the previously announced intention of the
Government to proceed with legislation on the subject of
lunacy. It would be a matter for consideration whether
this legislation should extend to Ireland and Scotland.

Ilouse-boats.
On Thursday, in reply to Mr. H. S. Wright Mr. Ritchie

said the Thames Conservators were empowered under an
Act of last year to make regulations for the prevention
of the pollution of the river by steam launches or house-
boats. They had prepared a bye-law which would render
liable to a penalty any person who polluted the river by
dropping into it offensive matter. This bye-law, with
others, had received the approval of the Queen in Council.
In answer to another question by Mr. Wright, the Chancellor
of the Exchequer replied that house-boats on the river
were not liable to Imperial taxation, and it was not proposed
to impose any tax upon them, because the amount which
would be collected would be insignificant. Under the bye-
laws of the Thames Conservancy, however, it was intended
to charge registration fees for house-boats.

SANITARY CONGRESS.&mdash;The annual Congress of the-
Sanitary Institute of Great Britain will be held this year at
York under circumstances promising well for its success.
The President of the Congress, which will open on the 21st
inst., is Sir T. Spencer Wells, and the list of Vice-Presidents
includes the names of Dr. Richardson, Dr. G. Buchanan, Sir
J. Fayrer, Miss Nightingale, and Professor Humphry, of
Cambridge. Sir T. Spencer Wells will give an address, and
the sections, which are only three in number, will be-first,
under Dr. De Chaumont, " Sanitary Science and Preventive-
Medicine " ; second, under Mr. Baldwin Latham, assisted by
Mr. E. C. Robins, "Engineering and Architecture"; and,
third, under Mr. W. Whitaker, assisted by Mr. G. J. Symons,
" Chemistry, Meteorology, and Geology."


